a position which it would be hard to explain to the peo-
ples. But we must also see to it that no one is allowed to
evade the question, to shirk a clear reply. We must an-
swer unequivocally: do we wish to submit information
about our armed forces on foreign territories, or do we
not? Any indeterminate reply, any attempt to evade the
question, will impair the prestige of the United Nations,
not to speak of the prestige of the state that takes this
course.
The representative from El Salvador spoke here, and
said thai we should not occupy ourselves with the ques-
tion of submission of information regarding the armed
forces of United Nations on foreign territories, because the
Security Council had not as yet requested such informa-
tion. But the position of the representative from El Salva-
dor made rather a strange impression. It is convenient for
those who would like to avoid a reply to the question.
But this position is not in keeping with the gravity of the
question under discussion.
Indeed, we have been discussing this question for three
days now, although the Security Council never set it be-
fore us; and so far nobody has objected to that. Conse-
quently, we have all recognized the necessity of discuss-
ing this question. Why should not the representative from
El Salvador also express his opinion on the substance of
the question, and tell us,frankly, without evasion, wheth-
er or not he thinks it proper to demand that such in-
formation be submitted to the United Nations organi-
zation? In any case, if there is anyone among us who
would like to avoid a definite reply to this question, it seems
to me that, the majority among us will not agree to that.
After all the discussion that has taken place, we must
say clearly: do we consider this proposal expedient, or do
wo consider it inexpedient? It would be best for us to learn
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